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October 31, 2018 

 

 

Dear Joseph P. Tynan Elementary School Community: 

 

It is with heavy hearts that we share with you that the Joseph P. Tynan Elementary School 

community has recently been subjected to horrifying examples of hatred and racism, including 

an outrageous display of graffiti on school property that was found this morning. These incidents 

are in no way reflective of the safe, secure, and supportive environment the Tynan community 

and the Boston Public Schools are committed to fostering, nor the values we embody. 

 

That any member of our school community would be exposed to such offensive language is 

utterly unacceptable. The City of Boston and the Boston Public Schools will not tolerate bias-

based conduct or hateful speech or graffiti of any kind, and those engaging in this conduct will 

be held accountable. 

 

While we are relieved that very few of our students witnessed the graffiti, we know that any who 

did see it or hear about it could potentially be affected. Team members from BPS Behavioral 

Health Services have been deployed to the Tynan School and will be available to any students or 

staff who are in need of support. 

 

The Boston Police Department and the Boston Public Schools are committed to identifying who 

was responsible for this act, and we will be taking all possible precautions to prevent this from 

further disrupting the learning environment to which our students are entitled. 

 

Difficult moments such as these only serve to bring us closer together and provide an 

opportunity for us to demonstrate to our students that there is no place in society for words or 

actions of this nature. Every Tynan student and educator is a valued and cherished member of the 

Boston Public Schools community, and we act on that core belief daily in everything we do in 

our classrooms and beyond. 

 

Additional support services will be available to all students and staff as needed. Please do not 

hesitate to contact us if we can help you, your student, or your colleagues in any way. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Interim Superintendent Laura Perille & Principal Leslie Gant 

 


